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Country Overview

What is the population in your country? 9.7 million

What is the population of people under the 
age of 18 in your country?

1.8 million

How many children there are in education 
in your country?

730.000 in elementary, 
416.000 in secondary 
(preschool is not 
included in these data)

At what age does compulsory education 
finish in your country?

16 years

Brief description of the education system in your country
(I.e. primary to secondary schools, age of transitions etc.).

All children in Hungary from age 6-16 are obliged to attend compulsory
education. Children between three and six can go to the kindergarten.
The last year of kindergarten is compulsory.
Compulsory education begins with the obligatory pre-school year in
kindergarten, usually at the age of 5. From age 6 to 16, school is
mandatory for all Hungarians. Most children attend Free State schools.
Private school charge fees but are subsidized by the state.
After finishing elementary school (általános iskola) students can decide
between three options: high school (gimnázium), vocational school
(szakmunkásképzö iskola) or trade school (Szakközépiskola). All
Hungarians must complete 8 years of elementary school plus two more
years in one of the above schools.
To study at a Hungarian university (egyetem) or college (Szakiskola /
föiskola) you need a certification of secondary education.

Hungary
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http://www.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-human-resources
http://www.kormany.hu/en/ministry-for-innovation-and-technology
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/european-semester/european-semester-your-country/hungary/europe-2020-targets-statistics-and-indicators-hungary_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/63-preventing-early-leaving-education-and-training-elet-hungary
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Hungary

Country Overview

What are the results in preventing disengagement due to the policy in 
your country?

As the National Strategy against ESL was set up in 2016, it is hard to tell
about the results. In my opinion it is more about fulfilling an EU
requirement.
In numbers:

In 2013, the ESL rate was around 11 per cent in Hungary. ESL rates are
calculated in the European Union since 1992 and in Hungary since
1997. During the past ten years the trend in the EU has shown
continuous improvement, while in Hungary it has been fluctuating: the
period between 2004 and 2006 was marked by stagnation, and then
from 2006 to 2010 by decrease, and since 2010 by increase, i.e. the
situation has become worse in recent years.
(Early School Leaving an the Context of Policy-making in Hungary 2014)

What is necessary to be changed in the policy in your country to 
prevent disengagement better? (Please give your opinion on the topic)

Since disengagement and ESL hits the poorest and socially excluded
Roma population in Hungary, on the long run an integrative education
system (which we have officially, but in in practice) would help a lot on
this segment of the Hungarian society.
I also believe, that targeted educational programs should be applied
in the most deprived regions of the country.
The topic of ESL and disengagement should get a focus in future
teacher training and CPD. Teachers should be better equipped with
methods to tackle this issue.
Sharing good practices could also help teachers to gain tangible
knowledge against ESL and disengagement.
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School perspective

Please give definitions of disengagement to you and your school. 

From our perspective, disengagement is best defined as the opposite
of being engaged - thus we consider it as a spectrum, and students
occupy different positions depending on the time of year, family
background, problem or mood of the day, and various other factors.
Although it is fair to say that our school does not face the most evident
patterns of disengagement (school refusal, truancy, withdrawing from
education or other forms of complete disconnection from school), we
do work with students who are considered to be at risk and may show
low commitment, low attention, negative participation or interaction,
frequent or consistent lateness, skipping classes - often to avoid
challenges or assumed difficulties.

At what average age does disengagement take place in your school? 
From the age of 14.
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Poland

Country Overview

What is the population in your country? 38.4 million

What is the population of people under the 
age of 18 in your country?

6.9 million

How many children there are in education 
in your country?

3 000 000 children in 
primary schools, 
355 000 in secondary 
schools, 850 000 young 
people in high schools 
In total 4 205 000 young 
people in education 
system excluding pre-
schools and nurseries. 

At what age does compulsory education 
finish in your  country?

18 years

Brief description of the education system in your country
(I.e. primary to secondary schools, age of transitions etc.).

The ongoing reform of the school system, initiated in December 2016,
re-introduces some of the principles underlying the school system
before 1999. As of 1 September 2017, the Polish Parliament has re-
established an 8-year primary school (previously existing until 2000). As
from the school year 2017/2018, pupils finishing grade VI of the pre-
reform primary school continue education in grades VII and VIII of the
new 8-year primary school. Currently, primary education is divided into
two stages: the first stage (grades I to III) offering integrated early
school education, and the second stage (grades IV to VIII) providing
subject-based education.
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https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-56_en


Anonymous
its own

Anonymous
from

Anonymous
are

Anonymous
bring up children

Anonymous
cancelled



Anonymous
in







United Kingdom

Country Overview

What is the population in your country? 66.4 million

What is the population of people under the 
age of 18 in your country?

13.3 million

How many children there are in education 
in your country?

10,320,811 full and 
part time pupils at 
school in the UK.

At what age does compulsory education 
finish in your country?

18 years

Note: The United Kingdom has devolved government with certain powers such as education
being determined by regional Assemblies in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the
Department Of Education f(or England). There are therefore difference across the four
countries which constitute the UK. In order to avoid over complexity, the information
provided below is for England which contains the largest population and the majority of
schools within the UK. Please refer to the regional education websites for further information
on education provision in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Brief description of the education system in your country
(I.e. primary to secondary schools, age of transitions etc.).

Non Compulsory Education from Birth to Four Years Olds in the UK
Since 2010 all 3 and 4 year olds in England are entitled to 15 hours a
week of universal funding for education and childcare. This was
extended in 2017 to include an additional 15 hours (bringing the total
to 30 hours per week) of funded education for those meeting the
eligibility criteria associated with income and specified individual
needs of the child. In 2018 this resulted in 94% of 3 and 4 year olds in
England receiving free 15 hours of education or childcare a week and
82% acquired 30 hours of funded education and childcare a week. In
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https://foundationyears.org.uk/eyfs-statutory-framework/


United Kingdom

Special Schools:  
These are schools that usually
cover the primary and
secondary age and support
children with specific learning
needs, physical needs or
behavioral needs. Generally,
but not exclusively funded by
the State. They refer to the
National Curriculum but also
adapt and amend to meet the
needs of the children and
young people who attend.
There are 1,256 Special Schools
in the UK.

Country Overview

Pupil Referral Units:

These are settings that can
provide greater support than
mainstream schools can
provide but unlike Special
Schools they are intended as
long-term solutions. They cater
for children who have been
excluded permanently from
their school, may have
emotional and behavioral
needs etc. There are 351 in the
UK

Grammar Schools: 
These are maintained
secondary schools funded by
the state but which select pupils
for entry to the school through
an academic examination at
the age of 11 years old.

Independent Schools:

These are private fee-paying
schools. They set their own
curriculum and are
independent from the state
education sector.

Sixth Form:
These are departments
attached to secondary schools
that offer 16-18 compulsory
education in the form of
Advance Level and BTechs
qualification.

Further Education Colleges: 

These are state funded colleges
that offer a wide variety of
Advanced Level qualifications
in academic disciplines and
BTechs in vocational training.

For further information on the
National Curriculum used by all
maintained primary and secondary
schools in England please access
https://www.gov.uk/government/col
lections/national-curriculum
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United Kingdom

Country Overview

However, schools can choose to use the money in other ways so that
that all children benefit e.g. funding a Teaching Assistant for the class.

In terms of its success, it has clearly been effective in providing support
for some children. However the past nine years have seen continuous
cuts to school budgets (over the whole period that pupil premium has
been in place for, which has had the impact of reducing the overall
benefit and subsequent impact that this additional money brings to
the school and the individual child. Schools are currently in severe
financial difficulty.
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Since September 2019 the new
Inspection Framework for Schools
has a focus on investigating how
broad and balanced the
curriculum is inside primary
schools and at key stage Three is.
This is as a result of concerns that
have been expressed since the
introduction of the latest version
of the National Curriculum in
England was introduced in 2013
and which appeared to coincide
with a reduction in time being
spent on subjects other than
English and Mathematics and
inspections that focused upon
school attainment in the national
tests which only cover English
and Mathematics. This led to
some schools focusing upon
these subjects at the expense of
the foundation subjects (the arts,
humanities and sciences).
Growing concern and increasing
evidence that demonstrated
that a broad curriculum which
included all subjects was the
most effective in maintaining
student motivation, engagement
and increased attainment. The
anticipated impact of this focus is
to provide support and
encouragement to all schools in

the delivery of a balanced
curriculum that addresses
student interest and need for a
curriculum that engages and
appears relevant to modern life.
However not all schools (e.g.
Academies) are required to
teach National Curriculum and
therefore it remains to be seen if
this policy redirection alters the
nature of the curriculum on offer
in schools and therefore
addresses some of issues
identified as factors in
disengagement inside schools.

New Curriculum Focus on 
ensuring a Broad and Balanced 

Curriculum

Mental and Emotional Health 
Awareness

2020 will reveal the UK
governments policy in relation to
Mental Health inside schools and
is reported to include e a Mental
health Advisor inside each
school and the reinstatement of
a Personal and Social Health
Education curriculum. This is a
recognition of the significant
impact of well-being and mental
health issues upon children inside
school.
















































